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Linn records its first s__m_s_&__s

-By Trish _s...__mmmg
The Gazette . :

'CEDAR RAPIDS — At-
torneys Jake Koller and
Mary Chicchelly recently
wrapped up their first col-
laborative divorce for a.
Linn County couple mar-
ried more than 30 years.

The process — less ad-
versarial than some dis-
solutions — took a little
more than a month 8
complete. .

Koller and anogu%
along with about 10 other
lawyers in Eastern Jowa,
were trained in collabora-
tive law last March.

This non-traditional
way to divorce has been
available in the Des
Moines area for five or six
years, buf this is the first
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. differs from mediation

because the couple has
the benefit of an attorney.

who has problem-solving -
.and negotiating skills .

to help them explore all

‘options without going to
- court. The couple signs

a Eﬁ&bm agreement 8
réach a setflement that
works for both.

This process is de-
signed to save time, mon-
ey and emotional pain,

. Koller, who practices
with Simmons Perrine
Moyer Bergman in Cedar
Rapids, said he's seeing -
increased interest in the
process from attorneys
and clients. He already is
working on another col-
laborative divorce, with

. a few others. ooumamwﬁm
““the approach.. -

“It's a great way to
resolve disputes,” Chic-
chelly, of the Seidl and
Chicchelly law firm in

- Cedar Rapids, said. “K I
- coutd talk-all my clients
© into-this approach, 1

More information

Visit the Collaborative
3 Lawyers of Eastern .

lowa's website at.
www.collaborateiowa.org

would do it. It’s a more
positive eéxperience to.
have the client leave with
g smile Emﬁmmg of being
beaten up.”

Koller said every di-
vorce is different, but a
traditional one with is-
sues — such as the first
collaborative divorce

- couple had — takes six to

nine months toresolve, If

-the divorcee goes to trial

with a judge, the process
takes up to one-and-a-half

years. -

The collaborative pro-
cess also costs a couple
about half as much as
the traditional process in

. attorney and court fees,

Koller said. FEach client
paid about $1,500; a tradi-
tional divoree cost $2,500
1o $3,500, he said.

Koller said not all the
collaborative divorces
may go this quickly. The
first collaborative divorce
did not invelve child cus-
tody issues but it did have
other considerations to be

- worked out,

Chicchelly said the
process makes more com-
plex divorces easier.

In a collaborative
sitnation, a couple would
share an expert, if need-

divorce

ed, for financial services
or mental health issues.
The expert would figure
out the best solution for
both, instead of each hir-
ing separate experts,

“It builds a trust,
instead of breaking it
down,” she said. “There’s
more transparency.”

Koller said this kind of
divorce also is good for

.attorneys because they’re

on the same page, work- .
ing toward the same ob-
jective — what’s best for
the couple as they divide
their lives.

“It’s not a big group
bear hug, but it’s less
stress and anxiety,”
Koller said.
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